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Abstract

Imamah, (imamate) literary means leading, and khilafah (succession) means
representative. but, in the terms of "Islamic concept"”, the medieval theologian
and jurists has termed it «Religious—Political leadership».' the major dispute
concerning the imamate surrounding the question of investiture to exercise the
prophet’s comprehensive authority (Wilayah ‘amah), as the temporal and spiritual

leader of the ummah (community).

From demising of the prophet, the matter of imamate, between Ash ‘ari and
Shi‘ah (twelve) there are two main opinions. Ash‘ari’s views are prevalent
among the early Muslims headed by Abiibakar and his associates regarded the
imamate to be right of the ummah (nation), and they chose Abiuibakar. The Shi‘ah
implicitly rejected the previous opinion, and maintained that the leadership was
passed on through a special designation. This regarded the imamate divinely
invested in ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the prophet cousin and son-in-law. Therefore,
controversy between Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah on the question of leadership arise after

the prophet returns and coherences to the two fundamentals central points:

First: The nature of the relationship of the prophethood to the political leadership.
The Shi‘ah regarded political leadership as an extension of the prophetic mission
after the demise of the prophet: «Meaning that political leadership is not simply
political rule but it is the corollary of the interpretation of religion, and takes
imamate in depth interpretation»’. Other hands, Ask ‘ar7 consider and include it in
the matter of masalih Al ‘amah (public interest). The Islamic jurists definite the

masalih al ‘amah (public interest), any issue whether it is religion or matter of

' Sechedina A.1995 .imamah. The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World. P 183 -311
2. Mabrik, A, 2002, ‘An-al-imamati wal-siyasht wal-khitab al-tarikhi, fi'ilmi, al-‘aqaid markaz, dira sat ,huquq
al-insan, cairo, p.81



world that could not fixed with fact proof from holy Qur'an and prophet’s
tradition. Therefore, the matter of caliphate emerges it in the masalih al-‘amah

(public interest) which, relies on human agency.

Second: The contract of political leadership and authority between the
problematic of mutual consultation and divine appointment. This point focus on
‘aqd (contract) of khilafah (repress- entative of God) between leader and ummah
(nation) and evolves around the problem of consultation, mainly in the 4Ash ‘ari’s
view, which is based on "selection system". So, in the historical experience, it can
be noted that the consultation as mechanism in the choosing the ruler was not
achieved as an "organized system" neither in the period of the rightly guided
caliphs, nor in the periods of dynastic rulers. The imamate as a «supreme
leadership» had a major problem issue in the contemporary scholars, both the
Islamic and secular, since it was announced in the modern context Dawlah
(government), which based on nationality and separated from religious
hegemony. Its dialectic, in the present article, is to deal with theological and
judicial theory. Therefore, in 1979, the Islamic council of Europe published a
«concept of Islamic state». Most of the figures shaded are based on the
Khomeini's thought (the founder of Islamic republic revolution of Iran), and
Kardchi’s Muslim council scholar (they constituted Ash ‘ari view). In the Islamic
state, the Khomeini thought based on «the Islamic state is constitutional;
Government is based on law and the Paramount legislative authority resides on
God himself». On the other hand,«the Islamic state» shaped as «the principals of
an Islamic state which centers on the supremacy of God, citizens rights and

3
proper government)

3 _Jabbra.J.1981. "The concept of the Islamic State". The Muslim World, the Duncan Black MacDonald Center
Hartford Seminary. 71: 266-267.



Therefore, caliphate it is difficult to separate or detach from prophethood in the
perspective of the commentary and interpretation of equally the Qur'anic and
Sunna texts. So, difference between Ash‘ari and Shi‘ah around immamah
(leadership in Islam) are based on the theological principles which rise from the
problem of cosmology, divine justice and human destiny. Therefore, the

difference can be based on the idea (thought) about these theological principles

Introduction

Succession, as a general and abstract concept, means the position and role of
man as vice-regent on the earth as stated in the Qur'anic verse, "Verily I will

create vice-regent on earth( khalifah) (2: 30).

As a specific political and theoretical concept, ‘caliphate’ means to be the head
of the Muslim community following the demise of the Prophet. The Ash ‘ari
historians divided the caliphates into two eras. First, there was the era of the
"rightly guided caliphs", which started with Abiibakar, the first successor after
the Prophet in the Year of (d.11\ 632 CE), and ended with al Hassan bin “Ali in



(d.40\660 CE.*. The second era is the era of dynastic rule. This began with the
Umawwi dynasties from (H.A40\ 660 CE) to the end of the Ottoman Empire in
(1342\1924 CE). On the other hand, the Shi‘ah (twelve) perspectives of the
"rightly guided caliphs" refers to the twelve infallible imams. The period of
these imams started with ‘Ali bin Abi talib (d.H.A.40\660 CE), and ended with
the hidden imam Mohammad bin Hassan Al-‘askari (H.A.260\873). In
addition, twelve infallible imams, descended from the prophet through his
cousin ‘Ali, and considered the "proof of God" their outstanding peity,
knowledge and chastity are said to enable them to transmit God’s light to

believers®

There are several Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah’s theories about the caliphate and imamate,
which can be compared by examining them from theological and juristic
perspectives. The following questions can be asked: Is ‘caliphate’ an extension of
prophecy, and not left to human choice as the Shi‘ah (twelve) hold? Or is it a
matter of public interest as the Ash ‘ari’s view states? What are the methods used
in the caliphate contract between a caliph and an ummah nation? Is it by selection
through consultation as the Ash ‘ari says? Or is it Divine designation as the Shi'ah
state? Therefore, if the nation chooses, does the ruler have sovereignty or does
the Ash ‘art or the Ummah have sovereignty? What is the difference between the
Shi‘ah’s theory of government and theocracy and the Ash‘ari’s theory of
government and democracy? In other words, the theories of caliphate and
leadership of both Ash‘ari and Shi‘ah converge and can be elaborated by

examining the following points:

4. Muhammad,Y. and Hamed, H. 2002. "The internationalization of the political Islamic threat to the new world
order: revise image. American Journal of Islamic Social Science, Association of Muslim Social Science,
International Institute of Islamic thought", Vol. 19,p53.

> - Akhavi.shahrough.1980. "Religion and Politics in contemporary Iran: Clergy-State Relations in the Pahlavi
Period", State University of New York, Albany Press. P10.



1. Sovereignty over Earth and Human Beings. Is the caliphate obligatory or
not? Is the contract of caliphs the duty of the ummah or the duty of the
Prophet on the command of God (the Divine God)? In other words, who
has the first right among the companions of the Prophet to succeed him as
a ruler after his demise?

1-1. Sovereignty: For both Ash‘ari and Shi‘ah (twelve), sovereignty is
regarded as part of the divine vice-regent i.e. the rule of God
represented in the application of the law of God on the earth. So, there
is no difference between the Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah’s theories of succession
and leadership as these two are connected to the notion of God’s
sovereignty over the earth and human beings. But the root of the
problem is: who represents the sovereignty of God on His behalf? Is it
the ummah, who can therefore choose the leader, or is it an infallible
imam which the ummah must obey and follow? The Ash ‘ari adopted the
first view and the Shi‘ah the latter. Both Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah base their
arguments on Islamic sources, that is, the Qur'an, the Prophet’s
tradition, ijma’ (consensus) or Qiyas (analogy). In the concept of

Sovereignty, the shi'ah, stipulated the infallibility of imam®.

1-2.  Both Ash‘art and Shi‘ah theologians agree that the caliphate is
obligatory. However, they differ in regard to whose duty it is to appoint
the imam. The Ash'ari’s view is that it is the prerogative of the ummah
(people) to appoint the imam (leader) from the perspective of the
principle of agency (duty) that God imposes on the believers. The
Shi'ah’s opinion, that the appointment of the imam is the prerogative of

God, is based on the principle of God's benevolence to his creation.

6 -Aziz, TM. July — Ocyober,1996. "Popular Sovereignty in the contemporary Shi‘7 Political thought". The
Muslim World, the Duncan Black Macdonald Center, Vol. 84 p.290.
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Therefore, the different ways in which Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah approach the

theory of the caliphate can be demonstrated as follows:

Ash ‘ari’s theory: obligatory of caliphate — duty and prerogative of ummah
— human agency — caliph — cause— preservation of higher purposes of

the Shari ‘ah (religion, soul, intellect, wealth and honor).

Shi'ah’s(tweleve) theory: obligatory of caliphate— prerogative of god

—divine benevolence —caliph— cause —to preserved divine Shar‘ah’.

2- Implementation of caliphate by «rightly guided caliphs»: There is a
substantial point around which the Shi‘ah’s theory of the leadership centers
and that is the Shi‘ah do not recognize the leadership of the first three caliphs:
Abubakar, Omar, and Othman. The Shi‘ah only accept ‘Ali, while the Ash ‘art
believe in the "rightly guided caliphs" of all four caliphs in the sequence in
which they ruled namely Abubaker, followed by Omar, then Othman and
finally ‘Ali.

i - Ibn Abi Al hadid, 1965. "sharhu Nahj al-balaghah" 2™ ed. Cairo Dar ihya al-kutub al ‘ilmiyah, “isa al-babi Al-
halabi washuraka’ahu.Vol.2, p308.
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Literature Review

Works from previous studies that deal with the subject of the khilafah can be
divided into two kinds: the theological and the judicial-classical. As its name
suggests, the theological works consider the works of theologians and
philosophers. The judicial-classical, on the other hand, considers the works of
jurists. The former deals with the matter of the caliphate within a doctrinal frame
(firag al- i‘tigad), and the latter considers the contract between a leader and a
nation from the perspectives of jurisprudence (ahkam al-furii). Can the different
perspectives on the caliphate held by Ash ‘art and Shi‘ah, therefore be explained

simply as differences between doctrine and jurisprudence?

In an attempt to answer the above question, I will turn to the Islamic Medieval
Age from which I will select three theologians and three judicial/classical
scholars from both Shi‘ah (twelve) and Ash ‘art schools. 1 will then compare their

arguments about the caliphate.

11



Abit hasan al-ash ‘art (d.324/935), the founder of the Ash ‘ari’s theological school,
compiled a book entitled "magalat al islamiyin wa ikhtilaf al musallin (the
Islamic dogmas and differences between Muslims). In this work, al Ash ‘art only
described ten different sectors (‘ashara firag) in Islamic doctrine, without
discussing their differences. A/ Ash ‘art indicated that the issue of the caliphate
was the first dispute that happened between the companions of the Prophet, but

did not describe whether the caliphate was doctrine or a secondary matter®.

In the matter of the caliphate as either doctrinal or secondary matter, Ash ‘ari and
Shi‘ah agree that it is seen as an embodied and coherent stipulation of the
Quraysh’s descent, which was the one of most important conditions for the
caliphate for early Islamic jurists. But later, as mentioned by a/-Qdsi al-Bagilani,

this stipulation became unnecessary.

Al-Bagilani (d.403/1013), lived during the ‘Abbasid Empire, during a time of
political breakdown and with military sAi ‘zsm in control of most of the provinces.
During that time, al-Bdagilani discussed the issue of the caliphate in his book al-
Tamhid (Preface). He did not point out whether the caliphate is part of the
doctrine or a branch matter of din (Religion). Rather he debated the stipulation of
the Quraysh’s descent Only al-Bagilani highlighted the caliphate as a «symbol

of the supremacy of the Shari‘ah, which the jurists sought»’.

Al-Mawardr (d.450/11058) is Ash ‘ari jurisprudent Shafi T mad’hab (sector). He
wrote, "al-ahkam al sul-taniyyah wal wildyat al-diniyyah.” His book is
considered as a juristic encyclopedia and dealt with the issue of the imamate. The

question that arises on the issue of the succession around imamah, is whether it

8. Al-Ash‘ar 1989, Magalat aL-islamiya wa ikhtilaful musallin. edited by Halmot Reiter, 3" edition,p.2.
? - Ibish,Yusuf 1966,The Political Doctrine of al-Baqilani, publication of the faculty of the arts and sciences oriental series
no.44, Beirut, Lebanon.p.85.
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is a fundamental precept of religion or merely a branch and thus not fundamental.
al-Mawardi did not explore the fundamental precept; rather he searched and
studied it in the perspective of the law, in order to clarify the rule of al-wilayat
al-diniyyah (religious foundations duties) and the rule of the sultan. However, al-
Mawardi, as a great Ash‘ari’s jurist, declared imamah as far’d kifayah
(collective duty). He further argued that if the caliphate was missed it in the
Muslim community, the views of the two groups of Muslims on this issue should
be examined and standardized by qualified people, including the Ahl- hilli wal
‘agd (the jurists)’’. With regards to the imamate, al-Bagilani and al-Mawarda
agree on the supremacy of the caliphate principle as it is a spiritual religious

leadership'.

Al Juwaynt (d.478\1085) was a Ash ‘ari’s jurist and theologian. Al-juwayni lived
in the Saljiig (Seljuk) time in the domains of their vizier al-mulk. Al Juwayni
discussed the theory of the caliphate in his books, al-irshad (the guided) and al-
fayathi fil —umam. In al-irshad, he described the matter of the imamate is not a
part of doctrine'”. Wael Hallag, in an article entitled, "The political thought of
Juwayni", discussed the theories of Juwayni on the endemic disorder of the
Abbasid caliphate. He advocated that the Saljiig’s domains should rule, as
"...they possessed sufficient power to control, with discipline, the affairs of the

Muslim state"'?

. The political theory of Juwayni towards the supremacy of the
caliphate is completely different from his judicial predecessors like al-Mawardr
and al-Bagilani, because he stipulated the supremacy of the caliphate. Therefore,
al-Juwayni was considered as the main concurrence between precedent and

subsequent jurists'*.

10_ Al-Mawardi 1999, al-ah' kam al-sultaniyah Wal ‘wilat Al-diniyah, Darul al-kItab al * Arabi, Beirut Lebanon first edition. p.
30.

"'_TYbish, Yusuf, 1966, The political Doctrine of al-Baqgilani Beirut, Lebanon, p.101-102.

12_ Al juwayni, 1985, Al-irshad, edited by As‘ad Tamimi, Muasasatul kutub al-thaqafiyah, Beirut, Lebanon, p.345.

B _Wael Hallaq, 1984, Caliphs, Jurist and the Saljligs in the political thought of Juwayni, The Muslim World,
Duncan Black Macdonald Center, P.27-41.

1 _Tbid, p.38-39.
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Furthermore, the Ash‘ari’s theologian al-Shahristani, in his book nihayatul al-
ig’dam fi ‘ilmil kalam (The Destination of the Journey in the Science of
Theology), follows in the steps of al-Juwayni (d.478\1085). As the issue of the
caliphate is not part of doctrine, he contended that its evidence was not based on
qati texts (Authority proof) from the Qur'an and tradition. Rather, its evidence is
more closely related to the dani dalil (doubt proof), from the Qur'an and
tradition'”. Therefore, it seems that most Ash ‘ari’s philosophers and jurists who
came after Juwayni like al-Ghazali (d.505\1111) and Ibn Taymiyyah
(d.728\1328) had adopted the ideas of Al-Bagilani and al-Juwayni that were
based on the stipulation of Quraysh’s descent and considerations of power. This
was especially salient when the power of the Arab race retreated and non-Arabs
assumed power and influence over leaders, as in the Seljiig (Seljuk) domains and
the weakness of the ‘Abbasid caliphate. However al-Ghazali did not focus on the
matter of the caliphate. And when /bn taymiyyah contemporized the Mongol
invasion of the Abbdasid Caliphate (656\1258), he considered the matter of the

imamate by justice rule .

Ever since the demise of the Prophet, the discussions of theologians and jurists
throughout classical history have tended to focus on three problems:

e The stipulation of Quraysh’s condition of descent. This problem took place
between Quraysh (the Prophet’s tribe) and Ansar (the helper of the prophet
and the people of Medina) immediately after the demise of the Prophet;

e the dialectical relationship between doctrine and shari‘'ah with regard to
Imamate and;

e The relationship of the secular state with religion.

'3 _ Al-Shahristani, 1922, Kitab nihayatul iqdam fi cilmil kalam,edited Al-farjiyim ,mak tabah al-thaqafah al-
diniyah, cairo, p.478.

'S _Ibn Taymiyyah, A. 2004. "Al-siyasah Al-sharaciyah" Dar al-ma‘rifah, Beirut, Lebanon ,(with out
date), p.132.
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The early theologians and jurists of classical Shi‘ah held firmly to the designation
of ‘Ali bin Abitalib and infallible imams by the Nass (divine texts from the
Qur'an and tradition). The Shi‘ah’s classical scholars argued about infallibility of
the twelve imams and their leadership of ummah after the Prophet. However, in
order to discuss how the early theologians and jurists of classical times treated
the matter of the caliphate as doctrine or shari ‘ah, three brilliant Shi‘ah from this

period will now be introduced.

Al-Sheikh al-Mufid (d.413\1022) is the most famous of the twelve scholars of the
Biiyid Period. He was particularly renowned for his skill in polemic debate with
contemporary opponents like the Sunni theologian al-Bagilani (d. 403/1013). He
promoted his views on Shi ‘ism as the right of the household of the Prophet (44l
al-bayt) to the leadership of the Islamic community through divine selection. al-
Sheikh al-tist (d.460\1067), a pupil of Mufid, contributed to the early imamate
concept that was based on who has the right to be the leader of ummah and
argued for the designation of ‘4/i, which was opposed by the Sunni. Jamal al-din
al hillt (726/1325), 1s one of most the brilliant representatives of medieval Shi‘ah
thought . He declared that the imamate was derived from the lutfi of Allah unlike
the Ash‘ari who considered the matter of imamate as an authority of ummah.
Therefore in the medieval period, the arguments of both Ash‘ari and Shi‘ah
theologians focused on whether the imamate was a fundamental part of Islamic

doctrine or a branch. And it seemed as if they held parallel ideas'’.

Research Problem and Hypothesis

7. Cooper, John, 1988, ‘All-ama al-Hillt the imamte and Ijtihad Authority and Political culture in Shi‘ism Said
Amir Arjomand. State University of New York, Albany Press, p.241-242.

15



In this study, I shall attempt to discuss the principle of the caliphate, drawing on
the classical perspectives of theologians and jurists. Therefore, the research
problem of this study is centered on the following questions:

e [s the caliphate in Islam a part of its doctrine or is it one of its branches
(shari‘ah)? In other words, is the principle of the caliphate in Islam one of
the fixed principles in which every Muslim has to believe or is it
considered as one of the examples of independent opinion or judgment in
Islam?

e Which form can be established for the caliphate? Is the form a designation
by God through his Messenger or is the form a selection through human

duty?

The first problem of the caliphate as doctrine or shari'ah (branches) between
Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah can be discussed in terms of theological perspectives, drawing
on two definitions. Al-shahristant (d.548\1153), in his book Al-milal wal- nihal,
related the differences between the doctrinal matters and branches (shari‘ah) in
the religion. The doctrinal matters concern the mac rifah and tawhid
(epistemology and monotheism) and the religion's branches are concerned with
the matter of shari‘ah and its practice. Other definitions in Islamic sources are
that any rational matters which can be obtained through meditation and reasoning
are usiul (fundamental), and any doubt matter that can be obtained through
analogy and diligence are the furii* (branches)'®. Therefore, this concept can be
discussed through theologians’ classical arguments of Islamic sources (the
Qur'an, the Prophet’s tradition, consensus and analogy). In reality, the matter of
the caliphate as doctrine or branches seems closer to other theological issues in

the problem"’.

18 -Al-ShAhristant, M. 1992, Al-milal wal nihal, edited by Mahamad Sayid kay‘lani, Dar al-fikri Beirut,
lebanon, vol. 1. p.41-42
" _Hannafi H. 1988. "minal- ‘agidah ila Al-thawrah" mad’bilay Cairo,vol.5, p.169.
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The second problem concerns the establishment of the caliph (leadership). This
issue emerges from whether the principle of the caliphate comes from mutual
human consultation (as argued by the Ash ‘ari) or a divine designation (as argued
by the Shi‘ah). The views of these two groups emerged from the responsibility of
the missions of God toward mankind after the demise of the Prophet. The 4sh ‘art
and Shi'ah base their point of view on certain arguments and evidence from the
sources of Islam. But, the crux of this issue is deeply rooted in the role and
position of ummah (believers) toward the selection of the caliph and the
investigation of Adillah (proofs) from the Qur'an, the Prophet’s tradition,
consensus and analogy. The Ash ri's view is based on the recommendations of
God’s ummah (believers) on the selection of the caliph. This view is opposed by
the Shi'ah as they consider the selection of the caliph the commission of God*’,
Imam al Shawkani (1250/1834) discussed the texts Ash ‘ari’s theologians referred
to as the proof of ijma‘ (consensus) by believers, and pointed out its
weaknesses. "Even if it is the truth, it does not mean that it 1s compulsory to

follow it™!

Research Objectives

The seeds of dispute between Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah about the authentic methods
of contracting the caliphate spread after the demise of the Messenger of Allah
(p.b.u.h). Finding a unified vision on these issues that both groups can share

could start a new Islamic Renaissance, based on Islamic scholarship.

The problem of the Islamic world today has many causes, the most important
one being the discarding of the principles of consultation, with regards to

governance. As a result of this, there has been an early disassociation between

20 _Al-Sabhani, 1991. Bufiith, fial-milalwal ‘nihal, ;muasasatul-nashrah al-islamiyyah,Qum, Iran, vol.6. p.285.
21 Al Shawkani, m. 1992, "Irshadul-fahil ila-tahiqiq ilmil-usil" edited by mahamed sa‘id Al-badri, P.144.

17



knowledge and governance, something which reflected negatively on the
religious, social, political, historical, and intellectual spheres. The theory of
leadership in Islam is part of the explanation of life, humanity and existence
built on thought and intellectuality. Thus, the most important aim of this
study is to define and clarify the principle of leadership, in order to reach a
unified Islamic thought through which there can be mutual cooperation
between the Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah (twelve). The study will therefore focus on

the following aspects:

1. Research on the theory of the principles of the caliphate (leadership) that is
based on the caliphate as part of ’Agida (doctrine) or as a part of masalih Al-
‘amah (public interest)

2. Both the Ash‘ari and Shi‘ah contract of khilafah (caliphate) needs to be

researched intensively, and the study also requires:

e An analysis of the election consultation theory about choosing the
caliph;

e An analysis of the concept of Ahl-al-hilli-wal ‘agd (influential people)
from the 4sh ‘art appoint of view;

e An analysis of the khalifa’s nomination of his successor; and

e The predominant subjugation rule of the Ash ‘ari’s view .

3. A study of the divine designation problem regarding the contract of the
caliphate to the Shi‘ah (twelve) which requires:
e Research work of divine designation from the prophet’s nomination to A/7
bin Abi talib with the regard of Nass (designation);
e The view of Shi‘ah’s twelve regarding the practice of ummah (nation) with

the principle of mutual consultation; and

18



e The concept of the infallibility of imams for the Shi ah.

Research Methodology

This study uses qualitative research methods. The qualitative methodology
applied here relies on interpretive and critical approaches to both classical
Ash‘ari and Shi'ah (twelve) discussions on the conceptual analysis of imamate
and caliphate”. Qualitative research follows a non-linear, cyclical path. This
study will concentrate on the theory of the imamate and its established system,
which is backed by the dialectic on the imamate between human agency and
divine designation, in the perspectives of classical theologians and jurists. This
method emerges in the analysis of Islamic sources that both Ash ‘ari and Shi‘ah
rely on, like the Quran and the Prophet's traditions. The researcher will
investigate the texts accepted by both Ash ‘ari and Shi ‘ah theologians and jurists,
for instance, the Ghadir khum occasion on 18" dil-hijjah 10 (632). The Shi‘ah
contend that this text is proof of the appointment of ‘Ali bin Abi Talid by the
Prophet as his successor. Greater muhadith ibn kathir, is transmitted from A/
hafith Al-dahabi(Salafi) as "I'm confident that the Prophet said the beginning of
hadith is a mutawatir'”. Al-iji, (Ash ‘ari), in his discussion and refutation of the

Shi‘ah allegation to this Aadith, said: "For this, the claiming of mutawatir

2 _Neuman.W.L. 2003 .Social Research Methods Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 5™ edition,University
of Wisconsin At whitewater.p.139.
23 _ Ibn Kathir Isma‘il, 1974. "Al-bidayah wal-nihayah" 2 edition, vol,5. p.214
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(authentic authority) is obstinacy, because, hadith is unauthentic and the greater

scholars of Aadith did not transmit it"**,

Another example is an investigation in the earliest age of the caliphate thatr ‘Alr
bin abi talib delayed to pay a pledge to Abiibaker for six months. He paid it only
after the demise of Fatima (the Prophet’s daughter and ‘A/i’s wife). Both Ash ‘ari
and Shi‘ah scholars refer to this situation to explain their different arguments.
The Shi‘ah believe that Ali bin abi talib was motivated by the need to maintain
unity among Muslims and to protect Islam against its enemies.”” In contrast, the
Ash "ari believe that A7 repented to fiaq (truth) to resolve the problem®®. Thus the
Ash‘ari consider this matter as an example of absolute consensus while the
Shi‘ah regard it as the rescue of Islam. However, istinbdat (a deduction) can be
made that through the reading of the history of the caliphate and the imamate,
every school argues its own opinion based on the texts and rational thought.

To conclude, applying qualitative methods to the caliphate is the most
methodological approach that can help the researcher to distinguish clearly
between the theory of election by the ummah (nation) and the divine appointment

of the Prophet.
Limitations of the Research
There are a number of limitations to this research. These include:

The limitations of the topic itself: This thesis will study the principles of the

caliphate from the perspective of the mediaeval classical theologians and jurists,

2 AL, A. 1998.41-mawagif fi ‘il’m Al-kalam*alam al-kutub, Beirut, Lebanon, p.405

2 _ Al-mlisawi 1982 Al-murdja ‘at, edited by Hassein Al-rida, Dar-al-kutub Al- ‘ilmiyah, Beirut, lebanon, p.350-
351.

26 _ Tbn Hazmi A. 1999. Al fisal fil’ milal wal-ahwa wal-nihal 2nd Ed. ahmad Al din Beirut, Dar Al kutub Al-<il
miyah.vol.3.p.15-16.
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the dialectic concept of the caliphate between doctrine and branches (shari‘ah),
and the form taken by the establishment of the caliphate through either human

selection or divine designation.

In my early life, I grew up in the Ash ‘art tradition and have practiced according
to the guidelines of the Ash ‘ari’s perspective. I do not have first-hand experience
of the Shi‘ah practices but have read extensively on the topic. Specific schools
can be highly prejudiced against other views. But this study is an attempt at
objective and neutral academic discussion. The researcher will study the Ash ‘ari
and Shi‘ah arguments on the classification of the caliphate. This classification
relies on theologians’ differentiation between the doctrinal and branches
(shari‘ah) matters of the religion. They classify the Din (religion) into the
ma ‘rifah (knowledge) and shari‘ah (branches), and distinguished them in terms
of evidence: ma‘qul (rational) and mathniin (doubt). The first concept is
considered by Shi‘ah as imamte a ma rifah (knowledge) while the Ash'‘ari
consider it as a matter of practice (shari‘ah). The second concept is considered by
Shi‘ah as ma ‘qul (rational thought) which is through meditation and reasoning.
Therefore, the imamate is a doctrinal matter. On the other side, the Ash ‘art
consider the imamate as mathniin( doubts), which is conducted to the Qiyas
(analogy) and wal-ijtihad (diligence). Thus the imamate includes the issues of
shari'ah, and therefore is furii* (branches)”’. Other arguments are based on «the
establishment of caliph». Ash ‘art and Shi‘ah agree on the obligatory nature of the
establishment of the caliph. But they disagree on the form of its establishment.
Ash ‘ari’s refer this responsibility to the ummah (believers), while the Shi‘ah refer

it to Allah (God) as his lutfi (mercy) upon ummah (believers).

27 _Al-Shahristani, 1992,4l-milal wia nikal, edited by Mahamad Sayid kaylani, . Dar al-fiki, Beirut,
lebanon,vol.1, p.41-42.
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Validity of research: The study of this topic is validated by the fact that there are
two long-standing theoretical perspectives that have been implemented
practically for hundreds of years among Muslims ** which makes it a viable topic

to research.

Reliability: The problem of the caliphate, as understood by Ash ‘art and Shi‘ah, is
being considered in terms of whether it is an issue of doctrine or religion
branches (shari‘ah). The most appropriate reliability instrument will be to study
the consistency and replicability of the arguments presented on this topic.
Information sources that will be studied vary in scale and measure, but will be
authentic, and the reasoning behind the arguments in the language of the

theologians and jurists will be explained™.

Timeline:

This study will be completed in the academic year of 2008-9.

% _Tati .Gabriel, 2007.Reaseach methodology, revised edition, University of the Western Cape Department of
statics, vol.1, p.49.
¥ _1bid.Vol.1.p.51.
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